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To be informed each time a new edition is Landsailor ~ 100% of
available register now on the following readers — who  replied
link: requested that we keep
www.bfslyc.org.uk/pages/fed landsailor.aspx ~ the same name.  The
Alternatively just view or download from name will be reviewed
the website: www.bfslyc.org.uk  again next year.

Thanks to Peter Lyons for the magnificent photographs of Richard
Jenkins successful record breaking attempt on the Landyachting
World Speed Record. Full story on page 2




in a warm and fuzzy way !

There was no thundering
sound of a thumping great
piston engine. No ear-drum
rupturing crackle from a jet.
Just wind — beautiful wind. On
March 26th 2009, this free
source of energy was blowing
between 30 and 40mph. A
perfect day to break a record
that has stood for the past 10
years.

On Lake Ivanpah on the
California/Nevada border,
British engineer and land yacht
sailor Richard Jenkins broke
the world land speed record for
a wind-powered vehicle. His
Ecotricity Greenbird recorded
an incredible speed of
126.2mph! That's over
200km/h in new money.

The fabulously elegant and
highly  efficient  Greenbird
achieved this speed by using a
combination of technologies
usually found on aircraft and in

Formula One cars. The wing-
mast and body are made
entirely from carbon fibre
composites. Infact, the only
metal used in the Greenbird is
in the main mast bearings and
the wheel units. Richard may
have some fillings, but this
does not affect performance!

The vehicle takes huge forces
at top speed, being able to

transfer up to one ton of side
force into the ground.

It's hard not to be impressed
by this achievement, but why is
it important? This is not just
one man’'s dream of being the
fastest (although this helps).
With renewable energy
provider, Ecotricity supporting
Richard and his team, the hint
is in the name — Greenbird. A
clever enviro-link to the record
breaking Bluebirds of Malcolm
and Donald Campbell.

Both Dale Vince, Ecotricity
founder & MD and Richard are
passionate about wind, wind
power and speed. They are
committed to researching and
developing of new types of
transportation for a zero
carbon world. In other words
they are a couple of Eco speed
freaks!

Beyond visionary methods of

transportation, the Greenbird
R&D work has immediate
application to the next
generation of microgeneration
turbines. Richard is using his
materials and engineering
knowledge to help with
production of Ecotricity’s
‘Urbine’ - a pioneering, vertical
axis mini wind turbine designed
specifically for use in urban
environments.

Richard

Jenkins being
congratulated after his record
breaking run.

As well as a land speed record
breaker, you could say the
Greenbird is a very, very fast
test-bed for future
technologies.

Being the fastest is an exciting
achievement. If you can see
what is happening to the
planet, doing your bit by being
green should give you a warm
and fuzzy feeling. If the future
is warm, fuzzie AND fast and
exciting, get me there at
126mph in a Greenbird. Only,
can | order mine in silver with a
dark tinted canopy?

Photos courtesy of Peter Lyons

Article written by David Allen
Anglia Land Yacht Club

Thanks to Ecotricity and
Greenbird for the information
and photographs supplied.

For further information:
www.greenbird.co.uk
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The first newsletter of BFSLYC
called ‘Sailander’ appeared in
January 1965. This was
followed by two further copies
that year, it reappearing in
February 1967 for one copy
and another in 1973. So the
first attempt to establish a
‘regular’ newsletter appears to
have been problematic.

‘Sailander News’ launched in
Winter 1976 enjoyed more
success thanks to it's
enthusiastic Editor, Geoff Ellis,
who was joined by Graphic
Designer, Dave Brown in 1978.
The first print run was just 100
copies and it ran for 15 issues
until Autumn 1980.

In the Spring of 1981 Volume 1
Issue 1 of ‘Sailander News
International’ appeared with a
new Editor, Peter
Christopherson who did much
to develop the sport through
the sale of Windskates the
popular C4/C5 yacht. The
publication was only available
by subscription; the UK price
was £5 for 4 copies per year.
Possibly | chose not to pay the
subscription as there is a gap
in my collection until, Volume 2
Issue 2, in September 1982
which coincided with the 20"
European Championships at
Brean; by then the price had
risen to £1.50 per copy.

Volume 2 Issue 3 changed in
style with the name shortened
to the initials ‘Sni’ and it copied
the risqué style of the ‘Sun’.

After a short gap Issue 1 of

‘Landsailor’ was launched in
Autumn 1984, with Geoff
Waterhouse as Editor

promising a new look and a
new name and of course those
excellent  comic  graphics
penned by him. This was to

become the Fed's most
successful newsletter
distribution to all members and
paid for out of the membership
fees.

Issue 8 in Spring 1988 saw a
seamless transition to a new
Editor, Chris Wright who did a
sterling job exceeding the
number of issues of all
previous editors.

Colour, for the title and logo,
arrived by issue 14 and the first
colour  photographs  were
included in Issue 46 October
2001; we just don't realise how
fast technology has been
advancing in recent years.

December 1994 saw yet
another seamless changeover
to Paula Leah the new Editor
for Issue 25, promising to bring
‘An  unbiased opinion; a
woman’s-eye-view to
sandyachting’. Paula achieved
another record in continuity
until Issues 49 in September
2003, 1 short of the historic
50" edition when she stopped
to pursue a demanding college
course.

Just a few snippets from those
previous editions:

From my oldest Sailander
News Issue 7, Summer 1978
An extract from the minutes of
an Executive Meeting dated
25.2.78, to illustrate how
peaceful meetings were (or
were not) in those days;
Insurance: “After a long and
pointless  argument  Tony
Edwards volunteered to get the
insurance question sorted out
once and for all.”

Proposal (from Brean):
Following a lengthy discussion
re Brean disagreeing with a
previous decision about
unattended yachts should be
either turned over or their sails
dropped; “After much fairly

acrimonious discussion the rep
of the Brean Club, stated that
the Brean Club would do as it
wished whatever the Fed
rules!”

Sailander News Issue 8,
Autumn 1978
Results:

British Championship

George Barwick 2" in C2 and
lan Dibden 2" in DN

National Championship

lan Dibden 1* in DN and Alan
Scantlebury 1% in C4

An advert for ‘Flite Deck’ the
ultimate  sailing landboard
£180; was this the prototype
for C7?

Sailander News Issue 10,
Spring 1979

Results:

Scottish Championships

Class 4 Open Geoff
Waterhouse 1% and Martin
Leach 4™ (how did | manage
that it must have been one of
my first regattas?).

An  advert from  Dartos
Developments (alias Dave
Spears; father of current C5
World Champion Tim)
identified the price of Class 3
parts: mast £150, fuselage
£220, laminated ash axle £50,
and a white sail including
battens £71. If only we could
buy them at those prices now!

Landsailor
1994

Included; ‘A welcome to Para-
Karting the newest and
smallest  form of Land
yachting.” with the inclusion of
‘PKA Corner’. Is that an
accurate description of C8? |
don’t think so, as numerically
C8 is now the biggest class by
membership and mini yachts
are dwarfed by the larger para

karts.

This feature was intended for January’s
edition, but somehow disappeared without
trace! Ed

Issue 24 July



Icicle Event

The Icicles is a Class 8 race
event which traditionally kicks
off the racing season. And this
year was no exception. The
Icicles is a two day event over
a weekend, with short races on
the Saturday, followed by a 3
hour enduro on the Sunday.

Photo by Adrian Wells

It was an early start for us, as
we didn't book any
accommodation and we
decided not to compete on the
Saturday because | had a
football match against Millfield,
we got up early Sunday
morning for our two hour drive
to make registration at 10 ...
ish.

The weather for a change
decided to be sunny, with blue

skies rather than the clouds
and often rain, or so I've heard,
as this was my first Icicles
race. The wind was low (5
gusting 15 mph) and blowing
south easterly; this meant the
wind would be coming cross
shore off the cliffs making it
difficult for everyone. Therefore
big kites were to be order of
the day.

Most people opted for disk
wheels on the wet beach,
either that or barrows. Big
foots were off limits with only |

think two people using them. |
however had an easy choice to
make as | only own bigfoot
lights, these being an all round
tyre suitable  for most
conditions. Disks and bigfoots
sadly are way over priced.
At first, around 8 of us started
to race, struggling on in the low
winds knowing that if we lost
concentration and dropped our
kites just once, our chance
would be over. Later in the

day when the wind started to
pick up a fraction, others came
out to join us and the racing
became much more
competitive and you were
never further than 50m away
from another pilot allowing for
technical racing around the
marks. However with the wind
came the tide and so the
seaward marks had to be
moved mid race, 3 times,
apparently to 'keep us on our
toes'. Until the start finish line
was engulfed by the tide and
racing came to an end.

The racing was competitive
and successful, with no
problems during the day,
although running third at one
point | managed 5th place.

Rob Wells

Thanks for this report —Ed, at the
age of just 15, Rob is going to be
one to watch out for in the future.

Check out Rob’s website to view
his collection of action photos
www.robwells.org.uk




A mid-March regatta at Brean
usually seems to involve cold,
wet and generally horrible
conditions with either far too
much wind or none at all. Rain
is the norm at some stage over
the weekend and sleet or even
snow showers are not
unknown. This year was the
exception and we had that rare
delight, not only a dry, neap
tide beach but also wall to wall
sunshine.

With no wind in the mornings,
on either the Saturday or the
Sunday, there was no pressure
to set up early and start sailing.
There was a frosty start to
Saturday and a forecast of only
1 and 5 mph winds but by
11.30 a breeze from the sea
prompted us to sail up and
down, interspersed with some
spirited pushing. For a while it
was a one-way wind; it took
you to the far mark and then
deserted you. Soon though
there was enough to start
racing but with a reach both
ways the first race was a
processional affair involving
little more than point the yacht
at the mark, ease a bit of sheet
on the way round it, pull it in
again and repeat for the next
15 minutes. If you had yacht
speed you might pass
someone, if you didn’'t you sat
there while they passed you.
Rob Collins, using Tim Spears’
chassis designed to cope with
the weight of the “larger” pilot,
won this one ahead of Mark
Sidey and Chris Wright.

By the time that the second
race got underway the wind

speed had picked up and some
pilots were finding that they
were over-powered if they
hadn't changed their set-up
from the first race. Mark Sidey
found some extra yacht speed
in the changed conditions, as
did lan Dibden who had opted
for a flatter sail, and these two
finished in that order ahead of
Rob Collins. The final race of
the day was sailed in an
increasing wind strength of
almost 20mph and was won by
an improving Roger Leah, who
is always difficult to beat on
this beach, ahead of Rob
Collins and Mark Sidey. It's
worth mentioning that Roger
Leah would have finished in a
better position in the second
race if hed not been
‘navigationally challenged’ and
sailed past the wrong side of
the finish line flag when lying
second in mid-race and had to
return to cross the line
correctly. Not only that but he
did the same thing a lap later!
It was his birthday the following
day though so we put it down
to him experiencing a senior
moment.

At 8.30 on Sunday morning
there was not a breath of wind
and the air was crystal clear,
with long, sharp views right
along the north Devon and
South Wales coasts. The
tranquillity of the morning was
disturbed for a time by the
choice of music emerging from
lan Dibdin’s car. | wondered
initially if it might be the
Shadows Greatest Hits but that
would have been a short CD
and it went on far too long for
that. Peace was restored
when a light wind filled in from
the sea and lan went for a sail
S0 in his absence we were able
to turn it off. By midday we
were able to race and the
earlier light winds had
prompted most to start with
yachts set up for light airs.

Mistake! By the time that the
flag dropped the wind strength
was in the high teens. As a
consequence there was a lot of
uncontrolled hiking and
emergency de-powering, ie
letting go of the sheet rope in
order to avert catastrophe, and
the tram lines cut into the
beach around the turning
marks didn’t help matters.
Mark Sidey led the fleet home,
ahead of Roger Leah and Mike
Bawden.

For the final race the wind was
gusting a little over 20mph so
most had changed their yacht
set-up to cope with the brisker
conditions. Roger Leah and
Chris Wright battled throughout
the race, with the lead
changing no fewer than 5
times, with Roger Leah
eventually taking the
chequered flag. Mark Sidey
held off challenges from Mike
Bawden and Rob Collins to
take third place.

Chris Wright
Overall positions — Class 5
1% Roger Leah

2" Mark Sidey
3 Rob Collins

) #
Editor landsailor@bfslyc.org.uk
The Fed bfslyc.org.uk
PKA parakartassociation.co.uk
IPKSA ipksa.info

Lincolnshire LYC
www.landsailing.co.uk/
Greenbird WSR greenbird.co.uk
Potties minilandyachts.com
Seagull landyachting.com

For photos of the Brean
Regatta check out:
www.robwells.org.uk/ly




Standart News:

Once again the return of the
National Regatta 2008/09 was
held at Brean with a fair turnout
of 7 Standards from various
Clubs.

Friday - Practice  day,
unfortunately light winds, which
meant more, pushing than
sailing.

Saturday — No or little wind
until approximately midday and
then the winds came light at
first from the west and
increased to a steady blow for
the rest of day where we were
lucky enough to have 3 races
to give us a qualifying event.

Saturdays top three positions
are as follows:-

First race was won by Neil
Penhall followed by Andy
Moorland & Ron Frewin in
third place.

Second race won by Ron,
followed by Rhys Davies
fighting for second place
against Neil.

Third race Rhys won followed
by Ron fighting for second
place against Neil.

Day two, Sunday, once again
little or no wind in the morning
but by midday the wind did
appear allowing two more
races.

Sundays top three positions
are as follows:-

Fourth race won by Ron
followed by Rhys again fighting
for second place against Neil.
Fith race won by Rhys
followed by Neil in second
place and Ron in third.

The most excitement seemed
to have come from watching
the competitors competing for
second and third positions in
most of the races.

The final results for the
weekend were

1% Rhys Davies

2" Ron Frewin

3" Neil Penhall

4™ Andy Morland

5" John Pickstone

6™ Martin Leach

7" Caroline Hart

I myself; Caroline, enjoyed
sailing my new yacht, S427 for
the first time and had my best
positions finishing at 5" in the
first and last race.

Caroline Hart

The BFSLYC (Fed)
Secretary writes

During the winter Rob Close
the Fed Webmaster & | have
been through all the Fed
booklets / guidance notes etc
& updated / edited them. So
they now reflect what the Fed
currently does, instead of
what the Fed would like to do.
They have all been
incorporated into the Fed
Handbook, which was
formally adopted at the AGM
in November 08, so hopefully
the Fed's paperwork is now
up to date. There's even a
new groundbreaking draft
Class 8 Handbook... The
whole lot is available for you
to enjoy at your leisure at:
http://www.bfslyc.org.uk/pages/f

ed_files.aspx Enjoy ! Andy Parr

# +

For sale

Ring/Email Richard Austin

working and its FREE!

Class 3 FOR SALE K 144 (WITH TRAILER)
G. Ameele. Europe Built 7/02. Kevlar/Carbon (200gm) in mast and
body. (6.1m mast) Omega sail on Ameele boom, Harken blocks.
Steering adjustable for length. No damage or repairs to either.

3 Douglas beach wheels, 2 axles + many spares to go with yacht.
Trailer with storage box capacity for 2 or 3 x Class 3 yachts. Spare
wheel/bearing for trailer £4,500 total

01763 271719; 07970 926450; e-mail; theaustins@btconnect.com

Two Standarts changed hands this last weekend (18 April) Mick
Mitchell’'s was shapped up by ‘Team Ireland’ before the advert even
went to press and another went to Andy in Scotland who advertised
in the wanted ads of the last edition; so advertising in Landsailor is
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A venture by Adrian Wells
into the mysteries of a
Landyaching Regatta

| think it was deemed that
since I'm one of those
newcomers that “plays with
kites”, | needed a grounding in
the old magic, and so was
invited to a regatta at Brean to
improve my education.
Although just a spit away from
where | live and play, it's an
epic journey across the
brooding moor in a van. The
old gnarled willows hiding the
winding route, trying to trick me
into a rhyne or the path of an
oncoming tractor. The grey,
winter-dead fields of clay did
nothing to indicate the
approach of spring, nor the
spectacle of land yacht racing
to come! I always
underestimate how long it
takes to cross the moor; it's
such a short distance as the
crow flies, but the road
meanders. | negotiated horses,
cyclists, tractors, caravans and
a host of other obstacles while
| pressed on against the clock,
these wizards of the sail start
early! | drove, wondering just
what was in store for such a
novice, and what would |
discover to be so different
between our chosen sports.

Well, | came away with myths
to bust! The differences are
minimal, okay, so the land
yachts use sails on their three-
wheeled craft and they have
brakes — that's about it! Well, |
suppose that they also get onto
the beach earlier than Class 8,
but they also bang on
interminably about toe in, tow
out and camber! Wind? Yep
you've guessed it, never right!
And whatever it's like, it was
forecast incorrectly. The

beach? Yes, moans about that
too. Stoic ladies sat in cars
scoring? Oh vyes! Are they
passionate about their sport?
Very! They may on the whole
be chronologically older as a
group, but they are just as
young at heart as anyone I've
meet with a grasp on a Kkite.

| thought there must be one
major difference, one thing that
set these land yachters apart
from Class 8, some defining
factor that | could discern; So |
set a test. As | often do, I
offered my services as a
marshal, and | found that just
like class 8 marshals, marshals
are a rare commodity, but
that's not it, that's not my test.
My test was far more subtle
than that, and yet, way more
significant. Where would | be
posted? Where would | be sent
to stand for hour after hour?
This would be the sixty four
dollar question. Would | be
within shouting distance of the
pits? If | nipped off to the
toilets, could | get back before |
was missed? If hunger pangs
set in, could | get sustenance?
Hell no! There is no difference;
| was posted to the furthest

mark, as usual!
What did | learn from my
induction now that | am

ordained, more fluent in the old
arts? Was it worth the trip?
Well, I've learnt how to identify
different classes, and I've
condensed my learning for
your benefit and outlined below
my identification tips for those
confronted with a fleet of land
yachts.

...Class 5’'s look essentially like
Sandarts, Sandarts have an
“S” on the sail and Class 3 are
a little bigger with an
aerodynamic mast. So, no “S”
and no aerodynamic mast will
make it a Class 5! Easy!

Joking apart, there was one big

difference that | observed, and
that was the comparatively
high percentage of ladies
taking part; good to see the
women  making up the
numbers.

| had a great couple of days,
yes | even went back for more
on Sunday (still posted to the
end of the beach though, so a
true test). Many thanks to Mike
Young and everyone at Brean
for making me feel so very
welcome. I'll be back soon to
take up those offers of a go!

Oh, and for added fun, if you
have a car with wide, low
profile tyres, does 80 in second
and you give up on the corners
long before it does, then that
moor road is fab at night! Not
that I've tried of course ;-)

Adrian Wells

The systems work!
Well my first (the 50™) edition
hit the street or rather the
computers in January and |
was pleasantly pleased with
the outcome and how polite
people have been not pointing
out some of the not so
deliberate mistakes.
Circulation figures
As at 10" April, 65 people have
subscribed to Landsailor these
readers will be notified each
time a new edition is ready for
publication and a total of 309
different computers have been
used to access the edition so
this might be considered to be
the circulation figures.
Contributions welcome

Please contribute articles,
information and adverts to
make  each edition as
interesting as possible.

Martin Leach Editor



That appears to be
seriously soft sand!

Matthieu Collet from Seagull sent
this interesting information about
landyachting in Namibia; Ed
where else in the world are
landyachting and parakarting
activities going on that many of us
do not reaslise?

David Marquis is located in Namibia. He
specialises in organising landyachting within
tourism industry. Feel free to contact him if you
want a memorable trip in Namibia and enjoy the
wild life. You'll never be the same after....

For more details check out:

www.az.com.na/tourismus/freizeit/a-sporting-host-
along-namibia s-coast.19776.php
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The Potty by Andy
Parr

If you haven't discovered the
joys of sailing minilandyachts
yet, then you are missing out!

| could go on about the
convenience of a yacht that fits
in the car boot & assembles in
seconds, the foolproof user-
friendliness, the reliability, the
handling & the sheer fun to be
had in a decent breeze ... but
did you know that the Potty
minilandyacht costs a mere
£750 complete, ready to sail,
with a year's guarantee ?

Order now while stocks last !
Andy Parr: 01437 781458

www.minilandyachts.com

Potty news for 2009 -

- The Big Rig is exactly 1
square metre bigger than the
standard potty sail, & makes
the world of difference in light

winds ... especially if you are
not as light as you'd like to be!

It comes complete with mast &
boom (complete with 2 pulleys)
at £350 - while stocks last.

- The NEW stainless steel box-
section adjusti-length prototype
has been vigorously tested & is
about to go into production,

with the first few hopefully
being ready for Christmas 09
at £850 but order now
before the Irish buy the lot,
which is what happened to the

invasion of the beaches of last
batch of non-stainless adjustis.

County Kerry minilandyacht
fun event runs for a week
from Saturday 23
May. For more information
go to: www.ipksa.info

Photo by Bozz Leach

Chris  Wright and  Mike
Hampton putting the Potties
through their paces Ireland
2008; when the sand starts
shifting you don’t need the new
‘Big Rig’.

J oo # 001
Class 8:

PKA: National Series Dates
9/10 May Round 3
20/21 June Round 4
16/20 Sept

31 Oct/ 1 Nov

Other Classes

Last Gasp

Pembrey
Pendine

European Championships SPO Germany

Pendine / Pembrey TBC

6/7June National Series Anglia

4/5 July National Series Hoylake

1/3 May Standart only De Panne

30/31 May Standart only De Panne

18/25 Sept European Championships SPO Germany

2009/10 Series
17/18 Oct
28/29 Nov

National Series
National Series

Anglia
Brean
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Well it's not every day that the Landyachting World Speed
Record is broken by such a photogenic yacht, so the
photo of the month had to be another from the collection

by Peter Lyons

) ]
Just a couple included, but thanks to all
those who made the effort to either
verbally or by email welcome the
Landsailor magazine back into our sport.

Hello Martin

Just to say what a great start to the re-
launch of the Landsailor magazine keep
up the good work. If you want any copy
from Kent Club give me a shout. (Yes
please Ed)

Also check out our Facebook page at kent
landyacht club

Mark Serejko
PS- Martin is this you !!! in the picture
http://www.letouquet.com/ (Yes again Ed)

And the shortest one:
‘TERRIFIC’
Alan Watson IPKA Chairman




