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by Walter Carels
The 2010 World and European Championships will be held in
Belgium at De Panne; it's a superb beach if a tad wet at times as
the above photo taken during the racing on the Sunday
demonstrates. If anyone is considering competing in the
Championships it is highly recommended that you attend one of the
earlier events to accustom yourself to the conditions which are
totally different to anything in Britian. See Page 2 for the full
Krabrally report.
The Royal Hotel and The Ambassador have made Landyachters
and visitors particularly welcome in the past, and | am sure many
other hotels will offer an equally good standard of service. The
agencies of Leroy, Mulier & Dunimmo offer many conveniently
situated self-catering apartments at reasonable rates and | am sure
there will be other helpful agencies. See page 5 for Website Links




When | started sailing |
understood that there were
several events which every
landyachter should participant
it, these were:

1. A European Championship
at St Peter Ording

2. The Breck 6 hour race and

3. The Krabrally in De
Panne

Well | did the first of
these in 2004 and as |
don’t sail Class 3 | am
not I am not planning
to do the second, that
left the Krabrally an
event | have wanted to
do for several years.
So as the European &
World Championships
would be held on this

8.30 on Sunday for regular
racing.”

The previous weekend had
been the first British event of
the vyear and the first
opportunity | had had to sail my
Standart yacht in 5 months so |
was glad to blow the cobwebs
away, excises my muscles and
check that the yacht was in
working order. It's a good job
that | did because | discovered
that the zip in my sail was
about to give way, not
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| considered that whilst
everyone entering a race
should do so with the intension
of winning there can also be
other objectives. Mine were to
complete the race without any
breakdowns, in particular | did
not want to suffer any
punctures, so | took a strategic
decision to use my stronger
airfield tyres on the rear
wheels; when | have sailed at
De Panne in the past | have
use tyre pressure much higher
than on the beaches in
Britain, so this would give
me the opportunity to try
out a stronger tyre in a
competitive event.

Unfortunately due to last
minute work commitments
Gareth could not attend,
however  Tim Spears
following his transfer to
Class 3 took the
opportunity to try out his
new yacht against an
international field.

beach | wanted to
practice here on at
least one occasion

Photo courtesy of Walter Carels click on the
following link to see his full range of photos
www.pbase.com/waltercarels

during the year and |
knew that | was not
available to attend
either of the two May

Tim Spears in the ‘starting box’ during the count
down to his start time, behind him a line of other
competitors waiting to move forward into the box.

I knew from previous
events in Belgium that
when the they state that
briefing will be ‘8am on the
beach’ that is exactly what
they mean and you must

events which some British
Standart pilots are planning to
attend, so 2010 was my year to
attempt what | think is the
longest Landyacht race in
Europe.

| did not know quite what to
expect, | understood that the
race would be from De Panne
in Belgium to Dunkerque in
France. The  pre-race
information sent by the
organising club ZC De Krab
stated: “Traditionally the rally is
an endurance non-stop race
over more than 60km open to
Classes 2,3,3R,S,5 and 5P.
Briefing was to be at 8am
Saturday 20™ March and at

surprising as | realised it was
about 7 years old. Thanks to
Rhys for lending me his spare
sail | was still able to compete
in the race.

| had little concept as to what a
non stop race of over 60km (40
miles) would entail. | asked
Gareth Rowlands the only
other Brit | knew had
registered, what he knew about
the event. | did not realise that
he had been a past winner of
the event completing a lap in
record time. He informed me
that the beach was typical of
De Panne with a series of long
hard banks, warning me that
many of them were covered in
sharp broken shells.

be ready to sail, so | was ready
and eager at 8am to see how
the race would be organised, |
had packed a small tool kit in
the rear of the seat to ensure
that | was ready for almost any
eventuality. This seemed to
amuse some of the locals who
just said sail as normal and
hope nothing breaks.

Christopher Peirs was the
Sailing Master he explained
the course; very simple
actually; from a starting ‘box’
head as far northeast as you
can sail to Koksijde turn land to
sea head southwest to
Dunkerque as far as the beach
goes to the second marker and
then head back to De Panne.



Only one lap (I understand that
some year it's a 2 lap race,
presumably depending on the
wind conditions) there were no
hazards reported. Race
marshals were to patrol the
beach as was a first aid
vehicle. The wind was quite
light in a north-easterly
direction off the land with the
forecast of strengthening winds
later and it was a pleasant
warm and dry day.

Christopher  explained that
each pilots would start at 30
second intervals, the running
order would be Promo, Class
5, Standarts, Class 3, Class 2
and ‘others’ for those who had
registered before the event and
then repeating that running
order for those who registered
on the day. My starting
positon was 17" midway
through the Standart fleet.
This suited me as | would be
able to follow other yachts and
judge how well (or how badly) I
was doing.

As the first Promo yacht was
about to start | realised that |
had left a small bottle of water
which | had planned to take
with me in the car which was in
the car park. It would be 8
minutes to my start, should | go
and collect it? No; none of the
experienced pilots in this race
appeared to do be doing
anything different to what they
would in a ‘normal’ race so |
decided to wait in the orderly
line of yachts which was
forming, rather than doing a
sprint to the car and missing
my starting position.

All the yachts in front of me
started by heading towards the
sea and tacking back across
the wind to build up speed; |
decided it was the most logical
route to follow. As | started |
could see a couple of
Standarts in front of me so |

could judge my performance
against theirs. After 3 or 4
minutes | decided that | was
not making any headway in
catching them, if anything |
was losing a bit of grounds
when a Standart passed me
closely followed by another,
which was a bad sign at such
an early stage in the race; |
was lacking yacht speed and
because of the wind direction |
was unable to use the hard
tyres to advantage on the long
hard banks. The buildings
were causing a wind shadow
across the beach as | tacked
downwind to Koksijde.

The Sailing Master had said
that | would know where the
turning marker was as it would
be positioned just before the
sea-break at the highest point
one can sail up the beach. As
it was | had no difficulty in
locating it as by this time | had
caught some of the Promo
yachts up, there were a few
Standarts around me although
the field was stretching out and
the Class 3's were picking their
was through the obstacle
course of slower yachts. All
yachts were observing the
rights of way/sailing rules and
there was plenty of space on
such a large beach.

As | rounded the marker Tim
Spears the only other Brit
passed me in his new Class 3
yacht. As we started this long
leg to Dunkerque which was
heading slightly into wind all
classes of yacht were able to
sail along the banks a little. |
tried following Tim for a few
hundred yards even trundling
past the odd Class 3 yacht, but
| kept needing to tack across
the ripples and through shallow
water (there was plenty of
room to avoided the water
which looked to be wider and
deeper) to try and build up
yacht speed. On this long

downward leg approximately
30km (longer when you are
tacking) | never built up the
speed to what | anticipated |
should have done. By this time
all I could see was 2 or 3 other
Standarts. Sometimes |
gained considerable distances
on them whilst at others they
disappeared into the distance.
The bank closest to the shore
occasionally had soft sand and
| tried to avoid going too far
over it if the tracks of other
yachts appeared to stop
abruptly, but occasionally it
caught me out and | had to
push start again.

In the area away from the
towns the wind was blowing
more  constantly and |
occasionally got a better run.
In the distance | could see a
bunch of yachts that appeared
to be making little headway. |
sheeted in harder and
accelerated, at last | was going
to catch other yachts and
overtake them. Unfortunately
as | approached | realised that
they were from another yacht
club probably Bray-Dunnes
having a lesson on the beach.

As | continued down the
beach, | did start to see other
yachts and they were coming
into view very quickly, this was
because they were on the
return leg whilst 1 was still
heading away from De Panne.

I had looked at the course on
Google Earth Maps before the
event and knew that the
turning marker would be
immediately before the sea
wall at Dunkerque with the
docks immediately beyond it.
The beach widened out as |
approached Dunkerque and to
my surprise | was not alone; |
could see 2 other Standarts
which seemed to be too far out
to sea in what | thought was a
mass of ripples. | think that |



was going faster than both of
them. Now where was the
turning marker? | lifted my
goggles off at this | point as the
vision was poor going through
a rippled area holding small
pockets of water. | had noticed
that some of the local pilots
use visors instead of goggle so
that they can flip the visor
down when required. When |
could see clearly | was
surprised to see a very large
ship immediately in front of me;
presumably on the other side
of the sea (dock) wall it
certainly looked at impressive
sight. So the turning marker
must be close; | noticed a car’s
lights flashing a little closer
inland which was obviously the
point | needed to head
towards.

As | approached the marker
Pierre Nyssens in another
Standart rounded the marker a
few seconds before me. What
a relieve 1 was not alone on
this massive expanse of sand!
| tried to follow Pierre but he
had yacht speed over me and
was able to sail for long
periods down the hard banks,
whilst | still had to tack to gain
speed and at points | was
grinding to a halt. After leaving
the built up area surrounding
Dunkerque the wind suddenly
appeared to become stronger
and more constant and for the
first time in this race | felt the
sail had power and was driving
the yacht forward. It
accelerated to the fastest
speed experienced during the
race; | was sailing slightly
downwind and am aware that
in such conditions | often sheet
in too hard so | tried my best to
maintain the speed, heading
out towards the middle and
outer banks to ensure the
cleanest airs. This run made
the whole race worthwhile for
me as | maintained a high
speed for what | estimated was

15 miles. In the distance |
could see what appeared to be
a mini yacht coming down the
beach; was it Andy Parr as a
late entry? No it was a yacht
from the sailing school passed
on the way down the beach.

In the distance | could see
another Standart on the inner
bank with far less speed than
me and in the distance the
skyline of De Panne was
coming into view. | kept to the
middle bank and headed for
home crossing to the finish line
on the inner bank in the last
few hundred yards. The last
third of the race had been
exhilarating, | had completed

approximately 2 hours; a long
time for one lap!

| was not sure what to expect
for the rest of the event, |
understood that there would be
a briefing at 8.30am the
following morning and of
course  there was the
customary ‘evening do’ to be
held in the club house that
evening.

Congratulations to the
organisers of this event, the
‘evening do’ was excellent and
free for pilots which is always a
bonus for a Yorkshire man.
The evening do was a sit down
meal of Cog-au-Vin and baked
potatoes at the clubhouse
which was organised, prepared
and served by many of the
younger members of the club.

the race without any

breakdowns and felt

surprisingly fresh considering

that | had sailed for
Promo

9 registered

Slowest Tom Slambrouck

8 sailed
Fastest Francoi Xavier Fiquet

5 finished
F1463 1hr 35mts 52sec
B494 3hr 22mts 32sec

| don’'t normally draw attention to the last person in a race,
however | consider this to be a real achievement in terms of
perseverance, well done Tom, | assume that you must have
been battling against an incoming tide by the end of the race.
| hope that there were some people at the finish line to cheer
you over and acknowledge this achievement.

Standart

15 registered
Fastest Pierre Nyssens B-S373 1hr 27mts 10 sec
Slowest Martin Leach K-S361 2hr Omts 55sec
How did that happen? | was neck and neck with Pierre at the
far turning marker, and | overtook a yacht shortly before the
finishing line:

Remember the start; | started 17", 8 minutes after the first
yacht, Pierre started 53" 26 minutes after the first yacht and
the yacht | overtook finished in 1hr 59 mts 14 sec after the
adjustments 1 minute and 41 second faster than me!

14 sailed 13 finished

Class 3

18 registered, sailed and finished

Fastest Egon Plovier B99 57mts 39sec
16" Tim Spears K109 1hr 31mts 59sec
Class 2

14 registered, sailed and finished

Fastest Henri Demuysere B15 1lhr Imt 17 sec




Briefing on Sunday was as you
would expect for 3 ‘normal’
races. The wind was stronger
but it was bitterly cold during
the first race. Promos and
Standarts raced
together

followed by
Classes 2 & 3
together.

By this time |
had changed
my tyres back to
the normal
beach slick as
there was no
point in
persevering with
the hard wall
road tyres.

The Promos
started a minute
behind the
Standarts and by about the
halfway stage in the first race |
started catching up the
Promos. Each time | was
ready to overtake one there
seemed to be a hazard such
as deep water (as per the pool
on the front cover photo) small
gullies or a turning marked.
On one occasion | was in the
process of deciding whether |
could overtake a Promo on the
windward side and enter the
orange zone before them or
whether | needed to pass on
the leeward side without
infringing the orange zone
rules when the leading Promo
yacht shot past both me and
lapped the slower Promo.

The racing was close on a
comparatively small course,
although in most races | could
see very few positions change
after the first lap.

Tim stayed for just the first of
the Class 3 races finishing in

10" place in a field of 21
yachts in that race but then he
had to leave early due to work
commitments.

Just before one of the races
another pilot pointed out that |
had a puncture in my front

Sunday; sail number 11 in the
photo above. Closer
inspection of the Iuff pocket
reveals a prototype
sail/cambers. JPK results
were 15, 5 and final 3 possible
indicating that the tuning of the
sail was in progress throughout

R the day.

There were
trophies for the
(long) Krabrally
and lSt, 2nd, 3rd
for the whole
event including
the rally which
could not be
discarded (ie
the discard
could be the
worst of the 3
' shorter races)

British

Championship

events

CRASTRIVAT radaetars previously
oto galler included a

Another excellent action shot from Walter Carels ph

unusual event
however | understood that
there were many similar
punctures that day. Closer
inspection after returning home
revealed that the tyre had
many minute pieces of sharp
shells embedded in the tyre
presumable from yesterday’'s
long rally, so perhaps it had not
been a mistake to use the
stronger rear tyres. With a little
help from the Belgium pilot
Thierry Kaisen we quickly
managed to replace it with my
spare and | managed to be
ready for the next race.

wheel; an

Class 2 pilots Henri
Demuysere B15 was the
unluckiest pilot winning the
rally and the first race and then
reduced his axle to matchwood
after an incident in the
following race.

Although Jean Philippe
Krischer does not appear on
the result sheet he did
competed in the races on

longer race which could not be
discarded. Overall | enjoyed
the event and would
recommend it to others.

Report by Martin Leach Editor

Promos
1% Francoi Xavier Fiquet F1463

Standart
1% Yann Demuysere B-S490

11" Martin Leach K-S361
Class 3

1% Egon Plovier B99
16™ Tim Spears K109

Class 2
1% Ludovic Wasselin F2

Full results available on the
following link:
www.zcdekrab.be
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Here is one | received
at Christmas in the
depths of a freezing

winter

Hello pilots in EUROPE!

Greetings from the warm side
of the planet!

We are in Argentine on a long
time trip and had the chance

for a ride beneath the snow
covered mountains in 40
degrees Centigrade. in the
PAMPA LEONCITA - Pampa
blanca - close to Barreal. A
great experience on a dry lake
with enough wind in a double-
seater and a PROMO-
Argentina

A lot of fun, wonderful people
and extraordinary  parties!

Best wishes to all from

Christel & Reinhard Kranz
S.187 ex S.199



The weekend started Friday
morning with Jon & Jake
Cookson the first to arrive,
having left home at 3am to
come from Cumbria. From
then on a steady trickle of
competitors from all over the
country arrived to find a good
dry beach with a steady 14mph
wind in the morning, then dying
out for a short period before
returning to a good 15 to 20
mph for the rest of the day.

Saturday started with clear
blue sky but no wind! There
was a very good field of Pilots,
ten Standarts, nine Class 3
and eight Class 5.

The wind arrived and started to
blow around 18 mph with gusts
up to 25 mph. The beach was
dry and relatively flat. Mike
Young the Sailing Master set
the course and racing started
with the Standarts, followed by
the Class 3 and then the Class
5. There was fast close racing
all afternoon with the wind
blowing from the sea.

There was a number of
equipment failures namely Neil
Penhall's wheel falling off,
Mark Sideys axle breaking and
Gareth Rowland also having a
problem; all on the gybe
turning marker.

The racing was close with
Rhys Davies and Neil Penhall
fighting it in the Standarts. Jon
Cookson, Gareth Rowland and
Tim Spears tussling in the
Class 3's and Dave Green and
Mike Bawden in his newly
acquired Plume in Class 5.

In the evening at the
Beachcomber Inn, a very good
meal was served, arranged by
Caroline Hart. A big thank you
to Caroline from all.

Sunday started nice and early
as Mike wanted to get as many
races as he could to add to the
three achieved on Saturday.
The wind was good at around
18 to 20 mph. Although the
beach was not as good as
Saturday as the tide had come
up fairly high and left a lot of
very soft sand and a lot of
standing water leaving a fairly
narrow racing strip. The course
was very bumpy as the racing
on Saturday had churned it up.

Three races were achieved
and it was again very fast and
close. Again Rhys Davies and
Neil Penhall were vying for the
lead, with Ron Frewin getting
in on the act in the Standarts.
Jon Cookson and Tim Spiers
were really flying in the Class
3's with Gareth Rowland
having a failure with his sail
tensioner whilst, Dave Green,
Mike Bawden and Rob Collins
were having good close races
in the Class 5.

Unfortunately there were more
equipment failures for lan
Dibden, Chris Wright, Graham
Harris and Mike Bawden.

The presentations were made
by Brean’s Chairman and
current British Standart
Champion, Ron Frewin. He
thanked Mike Young and Pete
Callahan for organising the
racing and all the marshals, as
without them we could not
have raced, also Sue Meader
for the scoring, and the ladies
who helped with the catering.
Ron thanked everyone for
coming and wished everyone a
safe journey home.

Report by Martyn Hale

Standarts .

1% Rhys Davies
2" Neil Penhall
3% Ron Frewin

Class 3

1% Jon Cookson

2" Tim Spears

3" Gareth Rowland.

Class 5

1%' Dave Green
2" Mike Bawden
3" Rob Collins

For Sale

CLASS 3 AMEELE EUROPE
(with trailer)

Bright yellow carbon kevlar
body

Carbon reinforced roll bar

(it works, I've tried it)

6.1m mast (Cookson style)
also two halves of an Ameele
mast, if you want it.

Newish ash axle (stainless
Stubs) German made, Stiff and
will suit all weights

2 steel spoked wheels with
smoothie tyres

Carbon boom, 1 standard sail,
1 storm sail

Plus:

Single yacht trailer made to
carry 1 class 3 yacht and mast
with a storage box for
transporting the rigging etc.
Only £3500 the lot!

Contact: Colin Padgett K62
07976 614048

Note from Editor

Every yacht advertised in
previous Classified Ads
section has sold within a
couple of weeks! So it's the
place to advertise and it's
Absolutely Free!
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Staunch Class 3 pilot Steve Borrill took another step closer to being the next Standart convert, our roving
photographer spotted him in Christine Heather’s newly acquired Standart at Bassingbourn Airfield

| came across a useful weather
forecast website recently. It
estimates wind speed for the
next few days. Useful when
we are trying to decide at 8am
what the weather will be like
later in the day. | added a York
post code so that it is useful for
York Club members at
Elvington Airfield, but members
of other clubs can amend the
postcode once on the website
to identify conditions in their
local area. Editor
<http://www.xcweather.co.uk/fo

recast/yo10>

0

Chris  Wright added the
following useful information:

It's been my website of choice
for forecasts for a few years
now - there's a link to it from
my Sailing Club's website
which is how | found it.

Another one that's useful is the
Met Office's rain radar, which
allows you to track the

movement of rain so you can
check whether it's heading
your way.

See:
http://www.metoffice.gov.uk/we
ather/uk/radar/index.html

The Met Office also have a
weather gadget that you can
download and then set to your
preferred location, which is
useful for forecasts where you
aren't necessarily just bothered
about wind - useful to check on
snow and frost forecasts for
example.



Each time a deadline
appears for the
completion of an
edition of Landsailor,
| think that there is
insufficient material,
but then luckily the
information appears.
However may | ask
for your continued
support in providing:
Regatta reports
Photos

News items

Adverts

Historical information
Technical data

In fact anything
which you feel might
be of interest to other
landsailors.

Martin Leach Editor

British events
Class 8: Check PKA website for up to date information
Other Classes:
2009/10 Series

12" & 13" June National Series (Airfield) Anglia
39& 4™ July National Series (Beach) Hoylake

2010/11 Series

11™ & 12" Sept National Series (Airfield) Anglia

13" & 14™ Nov National Series (Beach) Brean

European events
Class 8:
29" Sept to 2™ Oct Euro & World Championships  De Panne Belgium
Other Classes:
1% & 2™ May Bob Nyssens Thophy1(C5 & Std) De Panne Belgium
8"& 9" May  Trophee Vauban (C5 & Standart) Gravelines France
22" & 23" May GP Phare West/Bob Nyssen2(Std)De Panne Belgium
9" to 15™ October 46" European &
12" World Championships De Panne Belgium
Meetings
20" or 27" November BFSLYC AGM date & location to be confirmed

% 12
British Federation (BFSLYC)

Landsailor direct link

bfslyc.org.uk/pages/fed landsailor.aspx

FISLY, International Land and Sandyachts
bfslyc.org.uk Federation fisly.org

ZC Krab Club De Panne www.zcdekrab.be

Editor (email)

landsailor@bfslyc.org.uk

Euro & World Championship Website

Member Clubs

www.worldchampionships2010depanne.com

: ; o Suppliers
Anglia LYC anglialandsailing.co.uk/ ; -
Brean LYC breanlandyachtclub.org.uk Potties mlnllandyachts.com
Kent LYC access via Kirrawee Land Yacht Se_agull Iand_vachtmq.com
site: landyachting.co.uk/ Tri-Speed (Zooter) www.tri-speed.co.uk
Lincolnshire LYC website being updated
Wind & Wheels windandg\]/vhzels.orq.uk/ Walter Carels Photo Gallery
Wirral SYC access via BFSLYC web site www.pbase.com/waltercarels
York LYC access via BFSLYC web site

Member Associations

Accommodation De Panne
Hotels
Ambassador Hotel www.hotel-ambassador.be

PKA parakartassociation.co.uk Royal Hotel
Other Associations gigﬁﬁ%ﬂng Agencies
IPKSA The Irish Power Kite and Sandyacht
. . Leroy
Association with info, news, photos and Mulier

video clips ipksa.info

Office du Tourisme
or email

www.hotel-royal.be

www.dunimmo.be

www.agenceleroy.be

www.agencemulier.be

www.depanne.be

toeisme@depanne.be
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the following link:

To be informed each time a new edition is available register now on
www.bfslyc.org.uk/pages/fed landsailor.aspx

April 2010

Alternatively just view or download from the BFSLYC website:
www.bfslyc.org.uk and its absolutely free.

Group Photo Hoylake Regatta 9 ™/10™ April 2010

Photo by Mark Lloyd

3 2

No Match report submitted for the Hoylake Regatta.
(Volunteer roving reporters urgently required)

The weather forecast indicated the British Summer would be
starting with virtually no wind forecast. In reality there was
sufficient wind to practice on Friday and race on both
Saturday & Sunday. The beach was near perfect almost too
easy, but Len Warren the Sailing Master located the turning
markers at critical points on the beach to bring the best out of
the pilots. The competition was fierce with the wind variable
in both strength and direction. Those who read the wind
shifts and avoided the soft sand profited with many places
being gained or lost as a result of their tactics; every lap was
like sailing a new circuit.

Well done those who have changed classes recently and
appeared in the top rankings and thank-you to Ireland’s
Standart Team for boosting the numbers and the standard of
competition. Editor

3 2
4 5 -$

Class 3

1% K41 Jon Cookson
2" K144 David Allen
3" K109 Tim Spears

Class 5

1% K105 Rob Collins
2" K501 Mark Lloyd
3 K8  lan Dibdin

Standart

1°= IR 219 Colman Billings

1%= K 377 Martin Leach (*15?
3 K361 Rhys Davies (*2")
4™ K 472 Christine Heath (*3")

*UK Championship points




